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Afis. The Dradha Prarabdha karma cannot be altered
at all; Dradhadradha can be altered in its effect by great
effort, while Adradha Prarabdha can be easily altered or
shaken off. As on a rope in a tug-of-war, each action has
two forces playing on it at the same time—Prarabdha and
free-will. Where the force of Prarabdha is greater than
that of free-will, the resultant lies with Prarabdha, and
free-will cannot alter it; when both forces are nearly equal,
it is Dradhadradha, and where the force of free-will is
greater than that of Prarabdha, it is Adradha. Thus
though in the bondage of Prarabdha, a man can liberate
himself in proportion to his free-will.
A man pits his force against that of a ball thrown
towards him. If it is a cannon-ball that is discharged, he
cannot catch it or prevent its action. That is Dradha
Prarabdha. A cricket ball can be caught with great effort
•or at least have the direction of its motion altered; that is
Dradhadradha Prarabdha. A light rubber ball caught
with very little effort typifies Adradha Prarabdha. Very
few actions in our life are unavoidably fixed. We come
across few cannon-balls of destiny in life, but many cricket
•and rubber balls, and should therefore exert the full force
of our free-will against any evil karma.
Q. You advise exertion in all cases, but if a man be
bound by Dradha Prarabdha, how is effort or exertion of
Purushartha {free-will) going to help him ?
Ans. There are cases where the force of the karma of
the past is so strong that no effort of the present can suffice
to overbear it entirely. Yet should we make all effort to
escape every kind of evil Prarabdha, first because one
cannot know whether a karma was Dradha or Adradha
Prarabdha, and, at the worst, the effort diminishes
the  karmic force  for the future; and secondly

